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THE MILITARY SITUATION

GHNERAL - N
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. 1. After intenge ground- and air'fi'h d day

Z?e Israelis apparently hava reversed thg Eigg :gdgéém
e aga}nst the gsyrians, driving. them out of Qunaytirah
and back toward the 1967 cease~fire line. It is still
not clear whethor the Syrians have been forced back
acrass the cease~fire lins, despite Israeli claims,
Tﬁe Jordanians reportedly are preparing to deploy an
armored brigade to Syria, to an area west of Dar'a.
At this location, the hrigade would not e engaged
iguggaagiraelisjozgrran the present Syrilan lines, but
as a buffer be : i :

Snd Jorasnion texritdr??tween advancing ;s;aell uniteg

’

2. O the Egyptian front, the Egyptians appear

to be consolidating, and cautiously expanding, their
posatlon.on the east bank of the canal, possibly in
preparation. for efforts to advance to the Sinai Passes .
rQe Egyptians have apparently launched some small |
Plobes-lntg the Sinai but these have been turned baclk.
Dhc.Israel;s have not, however, initiated major ground
action againsgt the main Egyptian forces over the past’
several dayd, but continue’ to hurass tho Egyptian

units with airgtrikes. ' | o
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© THE EGYPTIAN FRONT L )

reduced, compared to that of the ast sover &
?he Israelis claim to have contaiged tgevgggétiggg.
and‘to;have-dxiven,to the ‘canal north of EL Rantara
€Ell&Vlng an -outpost that had held out for five dayé,
?hile the reports may bolster Israeli merale, the
égy?eli a?tlons,appear, in reality, to he Inconsegquen~
a ‘“ The area where the Israelils claim to have -
reached the canal 'is north of the main Bgyptian force
gazgg:trgfisns afd}is in an area-=characterized by
{ S~—-that probab i L £ -
‘in battles fdi the egszlginﬂ?? f;gqre signlfluan#ly~

.\$ 3. The level of ground fighting appears to be
3

4. Despite the massive infuéion of me

gsﬁerlel onto the east bank over ﬁhé'pastmggvgngaysp
dégvgg¥95lags apparently have not- attempted a strong.
Ly into the Sinai. They appear content to console
raate, and cautlously expand, their newly won posi-

, tions on the east bank, posslbly in preparation for

. a late§'advance toward the Mitla.and Gidi passes.
Th%s faxr, the Bgyptians have presented only a frontal
target to the Israeli forces, reducing their exposure
te the mobile Israeli tactics which routed the Egyp- |
tlan army in the Sinail in 1967. The Egyptiang have,
however, launched some smaller probes-—probably for

giggnnaiasance-wwhigh have been defeated by the Isra-

U
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6. The Israelis, after some bloody but appar-.
9n?1¥ unsuccessful counterattacks.earlier, have not
initiated major ground action against the Egyptian
forces. The Israelis are possibly seeking Lo contain
& major Egyptian thrust while awalting reinforcement
f;om the Golan Heights before engaging the main Egyp-
tian force, he; Israeli Air Force has bombed Port Said
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heavily and continues to haruqa the Egyptlan Lorces

in the Sinal. A Western correspondent with the Egyp~
tian force reported the Israeli air attacks were in-
effective, however, and that the Israelis did not seem

to be making an effort Lo deatrog the heavily defended,
easmlj rgyalred bridges.,

]
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THE_SYRIAN_FRONT : - . o«

8, Little fighting is reported along the Golan
Heights ‘tonight, after intense battles in the air and
on the ground today In contrast teo the 32¢ Isxaeld -
.sortles durmnq the daylight hours, -only 16 Israell
alxcraft flew over gouthern Lebanon and northern Is-
rael this evening., The Israclis appear to have taken
the initiative uoday and have held Qunaytirah since
early morning. It LS still not clear whether the Syr-

25X1 s the cease-~fire line.

| According to UN obscrvers, %yrlan forward
elements may still be on the Israeli side of the line,
however. Prime Minister Melr stated in her evening
television' broadcast that the Syrian Army was belng

. : held east oﬁ the cease-fira line. : . . f
25%1 ' :

e | This locatlon in southern Syria would
: ot be in immcdiate dangex 1f the Israelis overran
present Syrian lines, but the brigade could act as a
buffer hectween the Israelis and Jordan itself. The
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401 - — —
pggg :ﬁgoéggjﬁrlgadg'has proven its ability in the
Jordan Admiitflow an Israell attack on Syria through
be & péoblem ting that Jordanian intorvention would
to prees uﬁeétén reraeli military official responding
stage Jordan's inuolveceorConds Stated that at this
problem than earlferYement would be far less of a

25X1 .
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ISRABT,
——————— )
ence éi'1oIg\2 ;Elevlsed broadcast and news confer-
atively abti;iféfi'agiéﬁeLM1nistar Meir gave a rele
i Lokt acteount of the military situa-
| Jéﬁ?'inT?f-Pllme Minister claimed the Golgn Heights
£urnine tflgel% hands and that. settlers wera ro.
leteyr élnu p??Lr homes in the area. - The Prime#Min—
- -place inﬂgr?dlg'tbat-? "basic change" had taken
very close & §inai, with Israeli forces "standing
MinistPrhga?? th? canal." As ¥or. the future, Prime
but that diffieale coolc, Wa$ no doubt about victory,
King lusavn blcf t days were ashoad. She urged that
to keep Qg? i? wige enough and.responsible encugh
. Tel AViv. ha of the Lighting,” xeminding him that
Cent LV._bad once befora—~inﬂ1967,_a5ked hi v
er into war with Israel, L 1im not to

25X1
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16, In talks with the Us ambassader tonight,
both the King and the prime minister emphasized -
that only a cease-fire along present lines could S
keep Jordan out of the war. In.an obvious reflec- f
tion of their view that such-a cerase~fire is unlikely,
Ehe government today announced ‘that it was calling up
tegerves and mobilizing all the country's resources
for the "war effort."” - '

'UNITED NATIONS

L L7, Secretary-General Waldheim has been push- | ?
.~ 09 for the Security Council to reconvene, appar- !
ently concerned about the UlN's appearance of hon= 5
chalance in the midst of war. According to a |
pregs report, Waldheim intends o make a personal
appeal to the belligerents to end the war, but
wouléd probably stop short of a call for o ceaso-—"
fire. Ambdssador $cali does not believe the Secu-
rity Councll will rxeconvene on 11 October.,

' 18. WNondligned countries at the UN met thig . !
afterncon to discuss the Middle Dast &ituation. o
The session produced only a declsion to.send mes-
Sages or support to EBgypt and Syria.  Radical
states wanted to issue an appeal to all- nonallgned
states to.sever relations with Israel, but the move ' ?
wag defeated. Poreign Minister Zayyat of Egypt ;
parsuaded the ¥Yugoslavs not +o introduce a resolu- {
tion~~which was DLeing dArafted on 9 October by some !

nunallgped'c?untries—-that would have called for a ‘ -
Caease~-fire linked €6 5 noama manFasmnmo . e S e
auspices,
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THE CATRO SCHNE

20. The US Interests Section in Cairo reports
the city has been wvirtually normal throughout theé
day. = There was a slight increase.in the guard force
around the Interests Section, but patreols around the
al?y were described asz being at the ‘"normal low level.®
There are reports of wounded arriving in Caireo and
ene botel has already been converted te a military
hospital, IR : . '

21. The Cairo press is carrying many photes of

- Israeli POWs, but government information policy con-

tinues to be to reflect events on the battlefronts
in a fairly accurate way and to try to keep excite-
ment at a low level, The media ars not speculating
about the future. ' The Interests Section indicates
that the Ug ig not & focus of coriticism and, for the
most part, remains out of the news. -

SAUDTI ARABTA .

. 22. Xing Faysal has summoned the ranking US
diplomat;xn'Saudi Arabpia to a meeting in Riyad tomore
Tow morning. The subject of the meecting is not known
at this time, but it could be to, inform the US that
the Saudis .intend to send a small military force to
the Syp;gn‘front and ajrcraft to Egypt. '

t
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to aﬁii' Radie Baghdad called on all Arabs tonigheg
prddﬁéiggpgizsure-on the governments of Arab oil~

O ‘ ‘CS'LO Buspend’ the flow of oil to the

L . .

i .
-e d N

24, {1 3 a4 4 ; : ' |

| ported ﬁo'?ll operations in Saudi Arabia were re-
5 Detobey € On & "business as .usual basis" as of
7 Metober-~with the exception of #h : i
18 running at- one-hal: i

=]

WEST BUROPEAN REACTION

- . . b . ’
prn—Aisé gf%nch policy on the Middle East remains
Ba-hra . ztgely for economic: reasons. The French
e tgaf ;q_utry.informed US Embassy officers vestexy-
oy r ot Frahce intends to seck.a peaceful solution
£ e erigis via UN Resolution. 242 Paris i
suaded that the great poweprs, ir 13 noe. hol
the key o thig solution, -

- 26. 'Chancclior'nrandt 8 ;

. : Cl el sald today that it dis an

éiiugiog gm assume that conflicts in zhe Middle East
> solved by war, He asked that all states in

the Middle East be
Fadle B 2 glven the right to exist and -
pealed to phe-Wor;d powers to work for geace?n P "

27. A Turkish Foreign Mini
e sosil rorelgn Ministry spokesman denied
tgdzit:ggﬁﬁngg ;pggillgtions in Turkey would be used -
nLarvene itacle Fast events., He said th
igs;;%éa;;g;gngre gelated'ta the security and dzggnse
purnes.  an woulé not be used for any othexr.

-

- No Objection to Declassification in Part 201 1/02/28 : LOC-HAK-542-18-8-2



25X1

No Obijection to Declassification in Part 2011/02/28 : LOC-HAK-542-18-8-2

2y v
‘. LI

‘ 28, The Vatican is disturbed by the renewed
fighting in the Middle Last, and particularly dis-
tressed over the bombing of Damascus, A Vatican
officilal told a US diplomat today that he did not.
Ehi@k the Damascus raid was a fair quid pro guo for
syrian missile attacks on Israeli civilians. The
Vatican also feelg 'that pressing for a return to the
6 October caasz~fire line is likely to be counter-
productive in the search to end hostilities.
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.Sov%et'Mediterranean Naval'Activitx

1. The Soviet Mediterianean Squadron continues o

to devote its eoffortg o - i Py
c ' e gathering intalligence on ‘
the Arab-Ysraeli conflict, watching the US Sisth o o

ggiitécsthevacﬁating Soviel eivilians from the arca.
“oviet c¢ombatants are located. N : ol
the Aeg@an Sea., - o ' ) mear Crete QL H
oEE afl LTWQTSQvigt inte;liéenca ships are stationed
of ;xgb“fvant,coast Lo intercept communications of
. nngtyaﬁlauant ?orceg; Ono is aboui{ 60 nautical miles
o west Of Tal Aviv, and the othér is some 50 nauti-
ca milgs,west of Tartous, Syria, ’ '

: 3. 'The USS.Indépendence tagk'giou; i

. ; , ; sk » 8till s=outh

. zih;h?'e?St tip of Crete, iz beihgftraiied by a Soviet :
submarine tender--the Soviet flagship for the Medi- ' =

teglgnogn SqugdrOﬂm—and a missile frigate, a destroyer ;

ig an lntelllgencg collection ship. One Soviet de- ’

Bvigqegsfﬁgmrt ig in the Strait of: Sicily and +two

.fEigit@h;t{OZCf escorts plus a Kashin class missile

e gf.t}nu Vfaﬁande; are in the Gulf of Hammeuat. ' :

att 1282 ships are in position teo trail the US ’ *

attack carrier F. D. Roosevelt which was stheduled

to~erart Baxmglona this morning, if it proceeds

east. The cruiser and two-destroyers that exited

the Elack € is mornj i
e lack Sea #hls méfglng are,now'ln,thg.Aggean

4. A Soviet repairx sﬁip that participated in
EggmlgiFiald%yacgqtiQD oL Soviet ciwvilian éependents .
oo rz,én Ll? 15 now back in that port, presumably o
-alfter. having transferred the civilians to another . 5
Ship. It m@y_be there 0 evacuate more Soviet naw ' |
:1gnal§v Ning small. Soviet naval éuxiliarj ships |
anc yard craft are also in Alexandria. Theso ships,
glmlngswgapar near Latakia, and a naval research

1§§.1n ao;Lum,.Egypx, areg the only other Saviet
surface units of any kind known 4o be in or near an;
poxrt in the east ‘Mediterranean. : !

.
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- . 5. At least four boviet dlesel submarlnes have
left the Mediterranean en route to their base in the
foviet Northern Fleet, and féur or five more are ex-
pected to depart soon. These units wére relieved
by a task foree of nine to ten submarines in early .
Octobor, When the relleving operation is complete, i R
the Soviet submarine force in the Mediterranean will™ ' Ty
total about ninc diescl-powered attack submarines, one:
dlesel-powered crulse-missile submarine, and one nu- s
¢lear-powared, submar;ne of an undeterm:n@u Type. . '

B rour of the diesel qubmarln& were aighted i
on 9 October in the central Mediteiranean, heading ' :
east. At lecast one of these submarines is appargntly . i
now in the eastern Mediterranean, and anti-submarine < 3
warfare helicopters from the USS.Indepandence neported '
a submarine contact near the Soviet flagship this - ;
.aftexnoon. The WerEdbOuLS of the other Sovxet suly=
maxines is unknown, . ‘ | S
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